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reduction in maternal mortality and the pursuit of
peace. But, on the whole his personal and domestic
life have been too happy to breed a fiery crusading
zeal; Mr. Chamberlain's temperament and back-
ground alike have conduced rather to a spirit of
service deriving from sense of duty, and the desire to
help others to the happiness which has been his.

To his background also perhaps Mr. Chamberlain
owes his freedom from bitterness, an attribute so
often coupled with genius and one which blunts the
edge and distorts the ends of statesmanship. Mr.
Chamberlain's absolute freedom from bitterness and
his desire to see the other person's point of view, are,
in an embittered world, more than national assets,
they are universal assets.

But do not let me be thought to suggest that Mr.
Chamberlain's path has been smoothed or that he is
untuned to struggle. If it be true that too adverse
a struggle may lead to bitterness or eclipse, it is
equally true that a degree of struggle is a necessary
ingredient of statesmanship. The sheltered plant is
not a hardy growth, capable of enduring the keen
winds of an unsheltered world. Mr. Chamberlain
was no sheltered plant. The struggle which he had
was enough to harden but not to blight or wither. It is
true that his father was a great statesman and his
name a fine asset in British political life. But he was
not destined for politics; it was his brother Austen
for whom his father made smooth the path of politics.
Neville Chamberlain spent the early formative years
of his life in a primitive island endeavouring to win
from Nature the reluctant tribute of her crops. In
this contest with elemental forces neither influence
nor rhetoric could avail: it was a question of resource,
of pertinacity, of realism, and of indomitable will.

Some of Mr. Chamberlain's foremost character-
istics were confirmed and strengthened in those early